
​North​​Shore​​Chapter​​of​​Lyric​​Opera​​of​​Chicago​​Presents​​~​​Autumn​​Affair​

​Rachel​​Sparrow,​​Soprano​​&​​Chuck​​Foster,​​piano​ ​~​​Oct.​​30th,​​2025​

​1.​ ​Climb​​Every​​Mountain​​-​​Rodgers​​&​​Hammerstein,​​from​​The​​Sound​​of​​Music​

​2.​ ​The​​Singer​​-​​Michael​​Head​​(art​​song)​

​3.​ ​Chi​​il​​bel​​sogno​​di​​Doretta​ ​-​​Giacomo​​Puccini​​from​​La​​Rondine​

​Chi​​il​​bel​​sogno​​di​​Doretta​ ​Who​​could,​​Doretta's​​beautiful​​dream​

​Potè​​indovinar?​ ​Ever​​guess?​

​Il​​suo​​mister​​come​​mai​ ​A​​mystery,​​how​​come​

​Come​​mai​​fini?​ ​How​​come​​it's​​never​​ending?​

​Ahimè!​​Un​​giorno​​uno​​studente​ ​Alas!​​One​​day​​a​​student​

​In​​bocca​​la​​baciò​ ​Kisses​​her​​on​​the​​lips​

​E​​fu​​quel​​bacio​​rivelazione​ ​And​​it​​was​​such​​a​​kiss;​​a​​revelation​

​Fu​​la​​passione!​ ​Such​​passion!​

​Folle​​amore!​ ​Crazy​​love!​

​Folle​​ebbrezza!​ ​Crazy​​intoxication!​

​Chi​​la​​sottil​​carezza​ ​Who​​could,​​this​​subtle​​caress​

​D′un​​bacio​​così​​ardente​ ​of​​a​​kiss​​so​​ardent,​

​Mai​​ridir​​potrà?​ ​Could​​ever​​describe?​

​Ah!​​Mio​​sogno!​ ​Ah!​​What​​a​​dream!​

​Ah!​​Mia​​vita!​ ​Ah!​​What​​a​​life!​

​Che​​importa​​la​​ricchezza​ ​Who​​cares​​about​​riches​

​Se​​alfine​​è​​rifiorita​ ​If​​one​​is​​flourishing​

​La​​felicità?​ ​Of​​happiness?​

​O​​sogno​​d'or​ ​Oh​​golden​​dream​

​Poter​​amar​​così!​ ​To​​be​​able​​to​​love​​like​​this!​

​4.​ ​Romance​​d’Ariel​​-​​Claude​​Debussy​​(art​​song)​

​Au​​long​​de​​ces​​montagnes​​douces,​

​Dis!​​viendras-tu​​pas​​à​​l’appel​

​De​​ton​​délicat​​Ariel​

​Qui​​veloute​​à​​tes​​pieds​​les​​mousses?​

​Suave​​Miranda,​​je​​veux​

​Qu’il​​fasse​​juste​​assez​​de​​brise​

​Pour​​que​​ce​​souffle​​tiède​​frise​

​Les​​pointes​​d’or​​de​​tes​​cheveux!​

​Les​​clochettes​​des​​digitales​

​Sur​​ton​​passage​​tinteront;​

​Les​​églantines​​sur​​ton​​front​

​Effeuilleront​​leurs​​blancs​​pétales.​

​Come,​​will​​you​​not​​cross​​these​​fair​​mountains,​

​When​​summoned​​by​

​Your​​fair​​Ariel,​

​Who​​velvets​​the​​moss​​at​​your​​feet?​

​Sweet​​Miranda,​​I​​would​​wish​

​For​​just​​enough​​breeze​

​For​​its​​warm​​breath​​to​​ruffle​

​The​​golden​​tips​​of​​your​​hair!​

​The​​foxglove​​bells​

​Will​​chime​​as​​you​​pass;​

​The​​eglantine​​will​​shed​​on​​your​​brow​

​Its​​white​​petals.​



​Sous​​le​​feuillage​​du​​bouleau​

​Blondira​​ta​​tête​​bouclée;​

​Et​​dans​​le​​creux​​de​​la​​vallée​

​Tu​​regarderas​​bleuir​​l’eau,​

​L’eau​​du​​lac​​lumineux​​ou​​sombre,​

​Miroir​​changeant​​du​​ciel​​d’été,​

​Qui​​sourit​​avec​​sa​​gaîté​

​Et​​qui​​s’attriste​​avec​​son​​ombre;​

​Symbole,​​hélas!​​du​​cœur​​aimant,​

​Où​​le​​chagrin,​​où​​le​​sourire​

​De​​l’être​​trop​​aimé,​​se​​mire​

​Gaîment​​ou​​douloureusement​​…​

​Beneath​​the​​birch​​leaves​

​Your​​curly​​head​​will​​turn​​blond;​

​And​​in​​the​​depths​​of​​the​​valley​

​You​​will​​see​​the​​water​​turn​​blue,​

​The​​water​​of​​the​​luminous​​or​​dark​​lake,​

​A​​changing​​mirror​​of​​the​​summer​​sky,​

​Which​​smiles​​in​​merriment​

​And​​grows​​sad​​in​​its​​shadow;​

​Symbol,​​alas,​​of​​the​​loving​​heart,​

​Where​​the​​sorrow,​​where​​the​​smile​

​Of​​one​​too​​well​​loved,​​is​​reflected​

​Merrily​​or​​sadly​​…(​​select​​phrases​​are​​repeated​​)​

​5.​ ​Seufzer,​​Tränen,​​Kummer,​​Not​ ​-​​Johann​​Sebastian​​Bach,​​Cantata​​110​

​Seufzer,​​Tränen,​​Kummer,​​Not,​ ​Sighs,​​tears,​​grief,​​distress​

​Ängstlichs​​Sehnen,​​Furcht​​und​​Tod​ ​anxious​​longing,​​fear​​and​​death​

​Nagen​​mein​​beklemmtes​​Herz,​ ​gnaw​​at/prey​​upon​​my​​oppressed​​heart​

​Ich​​empfinde​​Jammer,​​Schmerz.​ ​I​​feel​​misery,​​pain.​

​6.​ ​Pie​​Jesu​​-​​Gabriel​​Fauré​​from​​Requiem​

​Pie​​Jesu,​​Domine,​​dona​​eis​​requiem​​.​ ​Blessed​​Jesus,​​Lord,​​give​​them​​rest.​

​Pie​​Jesu,​​Domine,​​dona​​eis​​sempiternam​​requiem.​ ​Blessed​​Jesus,​​Lord,​​give​​them​​eternal​​rest.​

​7.​ ​Let​​the​​Bright​​Seraphim​​-​​George​​Frederic​​Handel,​​from​​Samson​

​8.​ ​Piano​​solo:​​Clair​​de​​Lune​​-​​Claude​​Debussy​

​9.​ ​His​​Eye​​is​​On​​The​​Sparrow​​-​​American​​Spiritual​​-​​Arranged​​by​​Rachel​​Sparrow​

​10.​ ​Rainbow​​Medley​ ​-​​Adapted​​and​​Arranged​​by​​Rachel​​Sparrow​

​11.​ ​No​​One​​is​​Alone​​-​​Stephan​​Sondheim,​​from​​Into​​the​​Woods​

​12.​ ​They​​Don’t​​Let​​You​​in​​the​​Opera​​(If​​you’re​​a​​country​​star)​​by​​Dan​​Lipton​​and​​David​​Rossmer​

​__________________________________________________________________​



​Soprano​ ​Rachel​ ​Sparrow​ ​is​ ​praised​ ​for​ ​her​ ​“terrifically​ ​accurate,​ ​effortless​
​sounding​​fioratura”​​and​​has​​performed​​across​​the​​United​​States,​​Europe​​and​​South​
​America.​ ​Sparrow​ ​has​ ​won​ ​several​ ​awards​ ​in​ ​national​ ​and​ ​international​
​competitions,​ ​often​ ​winning​ ​the​ ​title​ ​of​ ​audience​ ​favorite​ ​in​ ​nearly​ ​every​
​competition​ ​in​​which​​she​​participates.​​Sparrow​​won​​first​​prize​​in​​the​​Alexander​​&​
​Buono​​International​​Vocal​​Competition​​in​​2014,​​and​​her​​subsequent​​Carnegie​​Hall​
​debut​ ​showcased​ ​her​ ​ability​ ​to​ ​sing​ ​across​ ​genres,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​most​ ​virtuosic​ ​of​
​coloratura​ ​repertoire​ ​(such​ ​as​ ​“The​ ​Bell​ ​Song”)​ ​to​ ​her​ ​own​ ​arrangements​ ​of​
​American​ ​gospel​ ​music​ ​to​ ​Broadway-style​ ​belting.​ ​Sparrow’s​ ​versatility​ ​is​
​frequently​ ​featured​ ​in​ ​new​ ​works.​ ​She​ ​is​ ​particularly​ ​interested​ ​in​ ​performing​
​projects​​that​​inspire​​change​​for​​positive​​social​​purposes​​or​​offer​​children​​exposure​
​to​​classical​​or​​culturally​​rich​​music.​
​Sparrow​ ​maintains​ ​an​ ​active​ ​concert​ ​career,​ ​with​ ​occasional​ ​operatic​ ​roles​ ​or​
​musical​ ​theater​ ​roles​ ​thrown​ ​in.​ ​This​ ​year,​ ​she​ ​was​ ​a​ ​featured​ ​Bach​ ​Soloist​ ​at​
​Northwestern​ ​University’s​ ​Bach​ ​Academy​ ​summer​ ​festival,​ ​and​ ​in​ ​the​ ​same​​week​
​she​ ​played​ ​Ms.​ ​Honey​ ​in​ ​the​ ​broadway​ ​show​ ​Matilda​ ​(participating​ ​with​ ​her​
​children​​in​​some​​high​​quality​​community​​theater!)​​for​​a​​dichotomic​​example.​
​She​ ​sings​ ​regularly​ ​with​​the​​Chicago​​Symphony​​Chorus,​​(having​​been​​featured​​as​
​soloist​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Chicago​ ​Symphony’s​ ​Civic​ ​Orchestra​ ​&​ ​the​ ​CSO​ ​Chorus​ ​during​
​their​ ​Bach​ ​Marathon)​ ​Music​ ​of​​the​​Baroque​​(has​​also​​been​​a​​featured​​soloist),​​and​
​Chicago’s​ ​new​ ​music​ ​and​ ​virtuosic​ ​chamber​ ​choir​ ​Stare​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Sun​ ​where​ ​she​ ​is​
​also​​a​​frequent​​soloist.​

​Rachel​ ​earned​ ​two​ ​bachelor’s​ ​degrees​ ​from​ ​Idaho​ ​State​ ​University​ ​in​ ​music​
​education​ ​and​ ​vocal​ ​performance,​ ​a​ ​Master​ ​of​ ​Arts​ ​in​ ​opera​ ​at​ ​Northwestern​
​University​ ​and​ ​a​ ​certification​ ​in​ ​early​ ​childhood​ ​music. ​ ​She​ ​also​ ​arranges​ ​sacred​
​songs​​in​​folk​​and​​classical​​styles​​and​​hopes​​to​​record​​and​​release​​a​​debut​​album​​of​
​her​​arrangements​​soon.​
​When​ ​not​ ​performing,​ ​Rachel​ ​teaches​ ​regularly.​ ​Sparrow​ ​enjoys​ ​leading​ ​her​
​children​ ​and​ ​their​ ​friends​ ​to​ ​perform​ ​at​ ​senior​ ​centers​ ​and​ ​at​ ​her​ ​church​ ​(The​
​Church​ ​of​ ​Jesus​ ​Christ​ ​of​ ​Latter-day​​Saints).​​Rachel​​resides​​with​​her​​husband​​and​
​three​​children​​(and​​adorable​​rescue​​border​​collie)​​in​​Highland​​Park.​
​ You’re​ ​welcome​ ​to​ ​sign​ ​up​ ​for​ ​her​ ​(occasional)​ ​newsletter​ ​and​ ​view​ ​upcoming​
​performances​​on​​her​​website​​at:​​www.rachelsparrow.com​

​Pianist​ ​Chuck​ ​Foster​ ​trained​ ​as​ ​a​ ​baritone​ ​at​ ​Northwestern’s​ ​Bienen​ ​School​ ​of​
​Music​​before​​pursuing​​a​​career​​in​​collaborative​​piano.​​Since​​then,​​he​​has​​become​​a​
​sought-after​​collaborator​​specializing​​in​​contemporary​​music​​and​​choral​​music.​​He​
​has​ ​served​ ​as​ ​rehearsal​ ​and​ ​performance​ ​pianist​ ​for​ ​various​ ​ensembles​ ​including​
​The​ ​Chicago​ ​Symphony​ ​Chorus,​ ​the​ ​Grant​ ​Park​ ​Festival​ ​chorus,​ ​The​ ​Crossing,​
​Music​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Baroque,​ ​and​ ​Stare​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Sun.​ ​Rachel​ ​and​ ​Chuck​ ​have​ ​known​​each​
​other​​since​​their​​days​​at​​Northwestern​​and​​frequently​​collaborate​​together.​

http://www.rachelsparrow.com/

